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CHILDREN’S WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [2.11 pm]: I rise today to inform the house 
about Children’s Week, which I had the pleasure of recently opening at the family fun day at Whiteman Park. 
Children’s Week is a national annual event held around the fourth Wednesday in October. It is dedicated to 
celebrating children, promoting the Convention on the Rights of the Child as proclaimed by the United Nations in 
1954 and reminding us of our responsibility to advocate for children as citizens. 
In Western Australia, Meerilinga has been the convenor of Children’s Week since 1985. The theme for this year’s 
celebrations was “Children have the right to choose their own friends and safely connect with others”. Given the 
challenges faced by the Western Australian community this year, it was encouraging to see so many children and 
families connect with each other at the family fun day. Children’s Week encourages children to learn through play 
and increase community awareness of the rights and needs of children. 

This year, a partnership with Nature Play WA saw the launch of the nature play trails digital scavenger hunt. This 
free app, which is available until this Sunday, encourages families to explore and discover the great outdoors while 
solving quizzes and challenges along the way. Close to 20 events were held around regional Western Australia, 
which were funded through grants from Meerilinga thanks to the support of the Department of Communities. These 
events ranged from a town pool day in Exmouth to a teddy bear picnic and garden day at Wandering Community 
Centre to the children’s takeover of Greenough Museum and Gardens. 

On behalf of the McGowan Labor government, I thank Meerilinga for once again hosting Children’s Week and 
acknowledge and celebrate every child across our state. 
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